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A PERSON DEALING WITH BIBLIOGRAPHICAL re-
sources in economics and business is immediately faced with several 
problems. The first is one which besets all compilers of bibliographies, 
namely, obsolescence, This problem is unusually acute in the field of 
economics and business which is not only subject to rapid changes but 
also to an insatiable demand for upto-the-minute data. 
A second problem is how to delimit the scope of the material to be 
covered in a bibliography. So many forces bear on economic activities 
and these include governmental activities, customs and psychology of 
consumers, economic geography, population, and even the weather- 
all have a bearing on economic and business actions. Where is one to 
stop in his inclusion of bibliographies? 
The third hurdle faced in a discussion of bibliographical resources 
is the question of what period to cover and what types of publications 
should be included. A selection must be made between annotated 
bibliographies, indexes, checklists and abstracts. Also, how heavily 
should each subdivision be represented? 
In this essay it is intended to interpret economics narrowly and to 
restrict its scope to economic theory and practice and business. Peri- 
pheral areas, important as they are, will be left to the compilers of 
bibliographies on political science, psychology and so forth. It is 
hoped that this material will have utility for perhaps a dozen years. 
With this in mind, citations have been chosen which are broad in 
their scope and as current as possible. Nineteen hundred and thirty 
has been chosen as a point of departure. Earlier bibliographies, such 
as Van Hoesen, cover the period prior to this. 
While the preference of this writer is for bibliographies with an- 
notations which enable the reader to evaluate works, he has of neces- 
sity included checklists and indexes. 
Edwin T. Coman, Jr., is University Librarian, Emeritus, University of California, 
Riverside, and Library Consultant, American Library Association and Special 
Libraries Association. 
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The first edition of the Encyclopedia of the  Social Sciences1 was 
a standard source for social scientists and economists with its authori- 
tative articles and excellent bibliographies. It is most fortunate that 
a new edition is in progress which will record developments since 
1935. 
The most exhaustive bibliography of the social sciences, with many 
citations of works on economics and business, is A London Bibliog- 
raphy of the Social Sciences.2 Published by the London School of 
Economics and Political Science, it includes the holdings of seven 
London libraries and contains over 840,000 entries. The arrangement 
is chronological under a subject or its subdivision and each entry 
supplies abbreviated bibliographical details. Although annotations 
are lacking, bibliographies are indicated. The &st four volumes 
brought this bibliography through 1932, and seven supplements cover 
material published as late as 1960. 
In a very real sense, the International Bibliography of Economics 
published by UNESCO since 1952 supplements the previously listed 
bibliography. This comprehensive bibliography is worldwide in scope 
and includes books, periodical articles, governmental reports (printed 
and mimeographed), and pamphlets published each year. The very 
detailed author and subject index makes the contents readily available. 
Another current bibliography is Documentation Economique; Revue 
Bibliographique Trimestrielle.4 
A retrospective source for periodical articles is found in the very 
thorough index of eighty-six economic journals published by the 
American Economic Association in five volumes and a supplement 
entitled Index of Economic Journals, 1886-1959.6 
Although Grandin's Bibliographie Ge'ne'rale des Sciences Juridiques, 
Politiques, Economiques et  Sociales de  1800 Ci 1925-26 13 is mostly con- 
cerned with the law, it does represent an exhaustive listing of French 
publications in the social sciences. A more selective work which covers 
the foundations of economic thought is Batson's Bibliography of 
Modern Economic Theory, 1870-1929.7 An up-to-date, well-selected 
annotated bibliographical source is the section on economics to be 
found in the work prepared by Carl M. White and associates, Sources 
of Information in Social Sciences: A Guide to  the Literature.8 A. J. 
Briggs and others have prepared a selected list of basic and current 
works in economics in the Bibliography in Economics for the Oxford 
Honour School of Philosophy, Politics and E c ~ n o m i c s . ~MossB's 
Bibliographie dEconomie Politique, 1945-1960; Histoire des Doc-
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trines, Statistique et Bconometrie, Gkographie Economique, Economie 
Rurale, Bconomie Financidre, Trauail, Sociologie, Dkmographie lo 
covers a wide segment of economic activity with emphasis on Euro- 
pean authors, particularly French. 
To return for a moment to the classical economists and the history 
of economic doctrine, the work by Walter Braeuer must be included. 
His Handbuch zur Geschichte der Volkswirtschaftslehre; ein Bibli- 
ographisches Nachschkgewerk 11 is a bibliography of the history of 
economic doctrine with the emphasis on the writings of continental 
European economists. The arrangement is chronological by school 
with biographical data on individual economists along with a listing 
of their publications. 
The problem of keeping abreast of current data is met by several 
publications. The UNESCO Znternational Bibliography of Economics 
already described above is a prime source. Another excellent tool 
for locating non-book material is Public Aiqairs Information Seru- 
ice Bulletin.12 Although political science is stressed, many articles 
on economics and business are listed. Periodicals, pamphlets and 
government publications are covered. This Bulletin is especially com- 
plete in its treatment of the publications of international congresses. 
I t  is issued weekly with quarterly, semi-annual and annual cumula- 
tions which make it a most useful publication to scholars, 
Almost all general periodicals and newspapers contain material 
of interest to the economist and businessman. Readers’ Guide to 
Periodical Literature l3 for general publications, Business Periodicals 
Index l4  for commercial and economic periodicals, and Applied Sci- 
ence and Technology Index l5 for technological and production in-
formation, cover general sources. Three newspapers which have a 
broad coverage of economic and commercial news are very thoroughly 
indexed in the New York Times Index,l6 Oficial Index of the London 
Times,17 and Wall Street Journal Index.l8 
Johns Hopkins University’s Department of Political Economy in its 
Economics Library Selections Series I :  New Books in Economics 
provides on a quarterly basis a classified list of new books and pam- 
phlets, government publications, and periodicals. Although this list 
is designed to assist college and university libraries in the selection 
of economic material, it is also useful to the economist. Each entry 
includes bibliographic information and a descriptive annotation. Each 
issue is indexed and a cumulative index is supplied for each ten issues, 
In this Department’s Economic Library Selections, Series IZ: Basic 
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LzSts in Special FiekE~,~o the following have appeared: No. 1, Inter-
national Economics (1954); No. 2, Statistics and Econometrics (1955); 
No. 3, Selected Reference Books and Professional Journals (1956); 
No. 4, Business Fluctuations (1957); No, 5, Economic Theory and 
History of Thought (1960); No, 6, Economics of Labor (1961). 
Two European bibliographies of current literature are valuable 
sources for the location of economic publications outside the British- 
American orbit, The Stockholm Handelshogskolan Bibliotek publishes 
Ekonomisk Dokumentation , , .21 which is important because it in- 
cludes the publications of the Swedish School of economists along 
with the works of economists in other Scandinavian countries. The 
Schweixerische Bibliographie fur Statistik und Volkswirtschaft 22 is an 
annual publication which lists books and periodical articles published 
in Switzerland and other countries. References are largely to periodi- 
cal articles in the fields of statistics, law, economics, political and 
social science, finance, industry, transportation, and commerce. 
Most professional journals carry book reviews and checklists of 
current publications. Two of the most useful journals for the economist 
are the American Economic Review 23 and the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science Annals.24 
Other periodicals which contain reviews and listings of current 
economic literature are: Economic History Economic 
Journal,26 Finanz-Archiv,27 International Labour Review,28 Journal 
des Economistes,28 Journal of the American Statistical Asso~iat ion,~~ 
Monthly Labor Review,31 Revue Ec0nomique,3~ Riforma S o ~ i a l e , ~ ~  
Royal Statistical Society J0urna1,~4 and E c ~ n o m i c a . ~ ~In addition to 
its Review the Economic History Society publishes bibliographies. 
The proliferation of knowledge plus the tremendous increase in 
publication has made it difficult for scholars to keep abreast of their 
fields. A partial solution is the publication of abstracts, primarily of 
journal articles. Economic Abstracts: A Semi-monthly Review of 
Abstracts on Economics, Finance, Trade and Industry, Management 
and Labour 36 includes abstracts of books, periodical articles, and re- 
ports of governments and international organizations. Coverage is 
confined to publications issued in Europe, North America and Great 
Britain. A second abstracting publication is the Journal of Economic 
Abstracts 37 published by the Littauer Center of Haward University. 
Two other bibliographies should be included; one deals with an 
increasingly important subject field and the other with a geographic 
area which has been heretofore neglected by economic bibliographers. 
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The Bibliography on Income and Wealth supplies information on 
publications of great interest to both economists and government 
planners. The Economic Literature of Latin America, A Tentative 
Bibliography 39 provides the first comprehensive attempt to cover the 
economic literature of that continent. Books, pamphlets, government 
publications, and periodical articles are included. While the entries 
are not annotated, a short account at the beginning of each section 
lists the most important books and articles. 
Business is applied economics, and while all of the citations which 
have been described are of interest to businessmen, they have need 
of sources of information more directly applicable to their day-to-day 
activities. The periodical indexes and some of the periodicals pre- 
viously mentioned such as the Monthly Labor Reviewa1 and Inter-
national Labour Review 28 are useful to those active in commerce and 
industry. 
Four books cover the whole field of business and are helpful as an 
introduction to the bibliographical resources available to businessmen. 
The most up to date of these is Sources of Business Information 40 by 
Coman which not only includes annotated citations to bibliographies 
of business material but indicates the effective utilization of these 
resources. Manley in her book, Business Information-How to Find 
and Use It 41 describes methods of locating information along with an 
annotated bibliography of books, periodicals and bibliographies. A 
somewhat more elementary work is Johnson and McFarland, How to 
Use a Business Library with Sources of Business Inform~tion.~~ 
Slightly less comprehensive in scope is Wasserman's Information for 
Administrators: A Guide to Publications and Services for Management 
in Business and 
These publications are kept current by the Management Inde~,~4 
Business Literat~re?~ and Business and Technology Sources 46 all of 
which appear monthly or semi-monthly. The first is an attempt to 
cover all sources of publications in English. American, Canadian and 
British book publishers, and government, academic, association, re- 
search and corporation publishers are included as well as the con-
tents of 300 business journals. The other two publications are selected, 
annotated bibliographies of current materials. A more specialized 
index is the Canadian Business and Technical Index.47 
The Executive 48 is designed to bring abstracts of significant books, 
pamphlets and periodical articles to the attention of busy executives 
each month. Thirty-nine tables of contents of periodicals in the social 
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sciences are published bi-weekly in Current Content~.~g This publica- 
tion supplies a quick scanning of articles on management, accounting, 
marketing, labor relations and theoretical economics. 
Government publications are a prime source of statistics for the 
economist and the businessman and they also contain much useful 
additional information. The format and rather complicated method of 
issuance make government publications somewhat difficult to use. 
Schmeckebier and Eastin in their Government Publications and Their 
Use 50 provide an excellent guide, including bibliographies, to United 
States government publications, Foreign government publications can 
be located in Brown’s Manual of Government Publications; United 
States and Foreign.51 Foreign publications cited include the more im- 
portant ones issued by the governments of Canada, the British Com- 
monwealth, the major European countries and those of international 
organizations, 
The wealth of material in the United States can be located through 
U.S. Public Documents Division, Government Printing Office, United 
States Government Publications Monthly Catalog 52 and its semi- 
monthly Selected United States Government publication^.^^ In the 
Price-lists of Government Publicati~ns,~~ this Division lists available 
publications under broad subjects. 
A number of the departments of the United States Government 
issue catalogs and among these are: United States Commerce De- 
partment, United States Commerce Department Publications 55 pub-
lished annually since 1952 and its weekly Business Service Checklist; 56 
and United States Census Bureau, Catalog of United States Census 
Publications, 1790-1945,57 Census Publications, Catalog and Subject 
Guide, 1945-1951,5s and Catalog of United States Census Publications, 
1952- ,59 quarterly with annual cumulations, provide complete 
and current indexes to the publications of these subdivisions. Other 
departments of the United States Government, notably the United 
States Department of Labor, publish catalogs and checklists. 
State publications are partially covered by the U.S. Library of 
Congress, The Monthly Checklist of State Publications.6o 
Excellent catalogs of foreigh government publications of importance 
to businessmen and economists include: Great Britain, Her Majesty’s 
Stationery Office, Consolidated List of Government Publications,61 
and Government Publications Monthly List; Canada, Department 
of Public Printing, Canadian Government Publications, Annual Cata-
logue 63 and Canadian Government Publications Monthly Cata-
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ogue; 84 and United Nations Document Index: United Nations Special- 
ized Documents and Publications.66 Unfortunately, the British Con-
solidated List of Government Publications has recently ceased publi- 
cation. 
The regulation of business by the federal and state governments 
has become so complex that loose-leaf services have been developed 
to guide the businessman through a maze of laws, decrees, regulations 
and decisions. The material is analyzed and digested by competent 
editors, is thoroughly cross-indexed and constantly revised. Prentice- 
Hall, Commerce Clearinghouse, and The Bureau of National Affairs 
are the leading publishers of these services. 
The small businessman has come in for increasing attention and 
the United States Small Business Administration publishes hundreds 
of pamphlets useful to operators of small businesses. Two bibliog-
raphies available in this subject area are: University of Pittsburgh, 
Bureau of Business, Small Business Bibliography; and United States 
Small Business Administration, Basic Library Reference Sources for 
Business Use.67 
Statistics are essential raw materials for the economist and business- 
man. How to locate and use the statistics in United States govern- 
ment publications is outlined in Andriot, Guide to  U S .  Government 
Statistics,8s and in Hauser and Leonard, Government Statistics for 
Business Use.69 Bibliographies of statistical material are: Cole, Meas-
ures of Business Change: A Baker Library Index; 70  Kendall and Doig, 
Bibliography of Statistical Literature, 1950-1958; 71 Wasserman et al., 
Statistics Sources; 72 Statistical Sources Review; 73  and Special Li-
braries Association, Guide to  Special Issues and Zndexes of Periodi-
One other special field in business will be mentioned and that is 
labor and personnel administration. Industrial relations sections lo-
cated in a number of universities are the best sources for references 
on labor topics. A bibliography which is periodically revised is that 
prepared by the Institute of Industrial Relations, University of Cali- 
fornia, Los Angeles, entitled Zndustrial and Human  Relations: A 
Selected B i b l i ~ g r a p h y . ~ ~  The Industrial Relations Section of the De- 
partment of Economics and Social Institutions at Princeton University 
issues at irregular intervals T h e  O@ce Library of an  Industrial Rela- 
tions Executive,76 and Trade Union Library.77 This same organization 
publishes its annual Outstanding Books on  Industrial Relations 78 and 
its semi-monthly Selected References 79 which keep the two bibliog-
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raphies current. A well-annotated but older work is Baker and Rawson, 
Sources of Information on  Personnel Management and Labor Rela- 
tions.80 A more restricted bibliography is Blum’s Annotated Bibliog- 
raphy of Industrial Relations and the Smal l  Firrn.81 
A very helpful guide to labor statistics is Special Libraries Associa- 
tion, Source List of Selected Labor Statistics.82 The University of 
Hawaii Industrial Relations Center has prepared two bibliographies 
of labor materials dealing with countries which are not often included 
in other works. These are: Selected Bibliographies on  Labor and In- 
dustrial Relations in Burma, Indonesia, Korea, Malaya, Singapore, 
and Selected Bibliographies o n  Labor and Industrial Re- 
lations in Australia, India, Japan, N e w  Zealund, Philippines.84 
The International Labour Reviewa and the Monthly Labor Re-
view 32 and Industrial and Labor Retations Reciew 85 all carry ex- 
tensive reviews of books and other publications. Four publications 
supply abstracts of material on labor and personnel relations. These 
are: Issues and Ideas: Abstracts of the  Current Literature in Manage-
ment, Organization and Industrial Relations; a6 Employment Relations 
Abstracts; 87 Industrial and Labor Relations: Abstracts and Annota- 
tions of Current and Periodical Literature; 88 and Personnel Manage- 
ment abstract^.^^ 
Nowhere in the field of bibliographical sources for business do the 
loose-leaf services flourish as they do in the area of labor relations. 
The Prentice-Hall Labor Service,Qo Commerce Clearinghouse Labor 
Law Guide, Federal,91 and Labor Retations Reporter 92 published by 
The Bureau of National Affairs are examples of these publications. 
Labor and industrial relations have been dealt with rather fully to 
indicate the wealth of bibliographic material available in one subject 
area of business. Other business topics have equally rich bibliographi- 
cal resources but to continue to list these would make this chapter far 
too long. Large numbers of these bibliographies can be located in 
Coman, Sources of Business I n f ~ r m a t i o n . ~ ~  
Collegiate schools of business are continually publishing splendid 
bibliographies and checklists. Notable for the quality of its publica- 
tions along this line is the Baker Library, Harvard Graduate School 
of Business Administration. Trade and professional associations are 
also heavy contributors to business bibliography and among these 
are : American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, American 
Management Association, American Marketing Association, National 
Industrial Conference Board, and The Chamber of Commerce of the 
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United States. The Special Libraries Association and its various sec- 
tions are continually publishing bibliographies and checklists. Trade 
and professional journals publish book reviews and often contain 
lists of “The Best Books of the Year.” Textbooks and studies usually 
contain excellent bibliographies of books and articles in their special 
fields. 
All of the previous references have been to conventional printed 
bibliographies. The mass of published information, the widely scat- 
tered sources, and the need for obtaining current information quickly 
make the field of economics and business a ripe one for computeriza- 
tion. To the knowledge of this writer there has been no comprehensive 
computerized bibliography on economics and business produced. 
However, the development of the MEDLARS program and current 
plans by NASA indicate that bibliographies prepared by computers 
will spread to other subject areas. There are two business-related 
computer systems now in operation on a commercial basis. The 
Standard Statistics Compustat Service 93 supplies either magnetic 
tapes or punched cards to subscribers. Fifty-one types of basic perti- 
nent information, updated ten to twelve times a year, are supplied 
on leading industrial and utility corporations. All of this data is in 
machine-readable language for a 1401 or similar computer, Fortran 
or Binary language, or on punched cards for card-reading machines. 
The D u n  and Bradstreet’s Sales and Marketing Identification Sew- 
ice 94 is a roster of United States manufacturing and commercial estab- 
lishments on magnetic tape of its IBM 1401 and 1410 systems. This 
computerized file of 300,000 firms supplies the name and address 
plus up to twenty “identifiers” for each company. Information in- 
cludes, in addition to the name and address, the name of the chief 
executive, line of business, SIC classification ( Standard Industrial 
Classification), number of employees, sales information, information 
on branches, etc., and, for commercial subscribers, net worth and 
credit rating. Data is updated quarterly and is available on computer 
printouts, 3 x 5 cards, or printed on tabulating cards with twenty- 
two columns available for key punching. 
Another useful but less sophisticated service is that of Thomas’ 
Register of American Manufacturers 95 in its catalog service. The com- 
plete catalogs of all firms listed in Thomas’ Register are available on 
microfiche and each subscriber is given a microfiche reader. 
The last three citations are but examples of a rapidly developing 
trend which will become accelerated when the provisions of the 
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Technical Services Act of 1965 become effective. Through the imple- 
mentation of the provisions of this Act, the results of the vast amount 
of research supported by the Federal Government will become widely 
available in every part of the country. At the present state of the art, 
it is possible to put the author, title, subject and location on magnetic 
tape. These tapes can be shipped to information centers and the in- 
formation located by computers. If the costs can be reduced, it will 
be possible to have the contents of the Library of Congress and of 
other great research libraries of the United States, and even possibly 
of libraries abroad, listed on tapes. Looking into the future, abstracts, 
periodical articles, reports and possibly entire books can be both lo-
cated and printed out by computers, This is not economically feasible 
now, however. 
The progress of the art of computerization is so rapid that it is 
difficult to keep abreast of new developments. The following citations 
will give some indication of current basic works. The Association of 
College and Research Libraries has published “Automation: Some 
Significant References Published Since 1950.”96 Other bibliographies 
are: Spangler, General Bibliography on  Information Storage and Re- 
trieval; 07 Ronayne, An Annotated Bibliography for the Systems Pro- 
fessional; Q8 Bourne, Bibliography o n  the Mechanization of Znforma- 
tion Retrieval; gg Laurie and Heald, Data Processing Bibliography- 
Periodicals; loo and Lybrand, Ross Bros. & Montgomery, Electronic 
Data Processing, Subject Bibliography of Periodical Literature.lOl 
The International Bibliography of Automatic Control lo2 has a 
worldwide coverage of books and periodicals dealing with the theory 
and application of automatic controls to industrial processes. Biblio- 
graphic information is in French and English and the sale price of 
books is given. An especially useful publication devoted to the theory, 
fabrication and application of computers is Information Processing 
JournuZ.lo3After listing abstracts on computer theory, mechanics and 
hardware, this publication indicates specific applications to science 
and engineering, medicine, government, marketing, transportation and 
business. Coverage is worldwide, including the Iron Curtain countries. 
The great advantages of this publication are that all abstracts are in 
English and that it includes periodical articles, conference proceed- 
ings and patents. Progress in Automation104 is an annual review of 
developments in the field of automation during the preceding year. 
This writer is of the opinion that the computer is rapidly becoming 
a most helpful reference tool. However, he stands fast in the belief 
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that it cannot be substituted for the knowledge, judgment and personal 
qualities of a reference librarian, or of the compiler of a selective, 
annotated bibliography. It will make the work of both of these indi- 
viduals easier and more effective but it will not supplant them. 
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